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Notice Of Proposed Rule Making And Third Notice Of Inquiry, FCC

95-315, released August 9, 1995, (IfFNPRM If ), in the above-

captioned proceeding.

1. Media-Com is the licensee of WAOH-LP (formerly

W29AI), a low power television station that has operated on

Channel 29 at Akron, Ohio since 1990. The allotment plan to be

adopted in this proceeding may adversely effect the station's

present operation. Accordingly, Media-Com is an interested

party with standing to file formal comments in this proceeding.

2. In the Introduction of the FNPRM released August 9,

1995, the Commission states that its Ifoverarching goal is to

ensure that the introduction of digital television fully serves

the pUblic interest lf
• When LPTV was introduced in the 1980's,

the FCC encouraged citizens to apply for and construct LPTV

stations because the Commission perceived that LPTV stations

and only LPTV stations could fulfill an important and unique

role in expanding television's service for the
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We shared, and continue to share, the FCC's vision which led it

to establish LPTV, and for this reason we are very distressed

by the FCC's lack of action to protect and promote America's

LPTV broadcasters in the FNPRM. While we understand that LPTV

licenses are granted as secon~ary licenses to NTSC Television
-". '.\

Stations we believe that the Commission laid out very specific

contigencies which might adversely affect our ability to

broadcast. Not among those contigencies was the total

elimination of LPTV for HDTV!ATV because HDTV!ATV service was

not contemplated or even known to exist at the time LPTV was

introduced. As LPTV broadcasters we embrace the coming age of

digital ATV because we believe the efficient use of spectrum,

which the technology enables, can ensure that a strong LPTV

industry will continue to serve the public interest well into

the 21st century. For this to happen the FCC, which created

LPTV, must now take the necessary action to preserve America's

LPTV industry.

3. It has been interesting to follow the debate

surrounding HDTV and now digital ATV. Initially HDTV's primary

benefit for consumers was to deliver sharper, brighter, bigger

television pictures. There were serious questions as to whether

the American public really wanted sharper, brighter, bigger

pictures. Then, as the capacity for digital television

transmission emerged, new applications entered the debate.

Chief among them, is the ability for a single digital HDTV

signal to be split into four digital SDTV signals of four
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seperate and simultaneous program streams. While America's

desire to have sharper, brighter, bigger televison pictures

might be debatable, America's desire to have more programming

choices is undeniable. We do not advocate that one must be

sacrificed for the other. We also do not advocate that the

nation's 1648 LPTV stations, and the significant amount of

unique programming choices they are providing today, must be

sacrificed in order to establish digital ATV for the future. It

is also important to note that while multiple simultaneous SDTV

broadcasting may proliferate the number of programming choices

for consumers, it will not promote diversity of media ownership

because those four seperate SDTV programs on a single digital

ATV channel will still be controlled by one company. FCC action

to preserve and propogate LPTV stations will result in both

increased programming choices for consumers AND increased

diversity of media ownership. FCC inaction to preserve and

propogate LPTV stations will result in concentrating more

control of the nation's free over-the-air television spectrum

into the hands of fewer, larger and more powerful entities.

4. The following is a list of unique local programming

our one LPTV station, WAOH, has provided for the public

interest:

A) Over a thousand hours of General Information

local Talk Shows featuring live telephone interaction with

citizens on a variety of community issues and guest

appearances by community leaders.
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B) Local news headlines.

C) Local emergency weather and disaster

information.

D) Election reports from local Boards of Election.

E) Live news events.

F) Local religious programs featuring many

denominations.

G) Health programs with health care providers.

H) Call-in programs for pet owners on pet health

with local Veterinarians.

I) Shows featuring local job opportunities.

J) Live local call-in Talk shows for Seniors.

K) Live local call-in Talk shows for Minorities.

L) Live local call-in Sports Talk shows.

M) Shows featuring local rock bands.

N) Concerts by local High School Bands, Choirs and

Orchestras.

0) Live play-by-play college sports.

P) Local College Coaches Shows.

Q) Live call-in shows where kids can talk to Santa

Claus.

R) Live call-in Talk shows for local hunters and

fishermen.

S) Car Racing shows from local race tracks.

T) Live local call-in automotive maintenance advice

shows.
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V) Plus a variety of non-local entertainment and

information programs which are not available on other

local stations.

This is just the list of programs we've offered to date which

uniquely serve the public interest.

5) At the top of our list for future programming are

expansion of local news and additional broadcasting of community

events and activities on both a live and taped basis. In order

to move forward with the signifcant investments which these new

program services require, we need the FCC to secure our future

ability to continue broadcasting in the coming age of digital

ATV.

6) The following is a list of some technical ideas which

may provide the means for the FCC to allocate spectrum for

America's LPTV stations:

A) Take into consideration minimizing displacement

of LPTV when designing the new ATV allotment table.

B) Allocate an additional 10% of spectrum to free

over-the-air digital ATV. Currently 400 MHz is allocated

for free over-the-air NTSC television of which an averge

of only 80 MHz is actually utilized per market. See FNPRM

at paragraph 87. Digital ATV technology will enable the

current 400 MHz allocated for NTSC to be reduced to one

contiguous 120 MHz block of spectrum. Therefore adding an

additional 12 Mhz (10% of 120 MHz) still leaves 268 MHz of
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reclaimable spectrum which the FCC can apply towards

future uses.

C) During the transition period from NTSC to

digital ATV, the Commission could relax UHF spacing and

protection requirements of operating NTSC stations on co

channel and first adjacent channels. This could

significantly reduce LPTV displacement during the

transition period when full service NTSC stations will be

broadcasting in both NTSC and digital ATV. And when

displacements occurred it would enable more LPTV stations

to relocate to another frequency.

D) Once the ATV plan is finalized for full service

NTSC stations, make LPTV stations eligible and give them

priority to convert their stations to an ATV channel using

the remaining ATV spectrum. If there is not enough

spectrum available for an LPTV station to operate both on

NTSC and ATV during the transition period, allow the LPTV

station to continue broadcasting only on NTSC until the

conversion from NTSC to ATV is complete. Then allow the

LPTV station to switch to an available ATV channel. If

there is not enough spectrum available for an LPTV station

to operate on NTSC in its market and it must leave the air

during the transition period, allow that LPTV station to

move to another market where there is available NTSC

and/or ATV spectrum or permit the LPTV station to place

its license in a "dormant" state until the transition is

complete. Then, upon completion of the transition period,
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allow the LPTV station to reactivate the license on an

available ATV channel in its original market.

E) Set aside 6MHz of the full service ATV spectrum

for one channel to which four LPTV stations could migrate.

Each LPTV station would provide a seperate stream of

programming, creating four seperate and simultaneous

programming services out of one full service ATV channel.

7) Conclusion: In the FNPRM at paragraph 6 the

Commission states, "In deciding what rules should govern the

transition to digital television, we recognize our obligation to

manage the spectrum efficiently and in the public interest and

to take account of the legitimate interests of all those with a

stake in the transition." America's 1648 LPTV stations have

demonstrated that they have a legitimate interest and stake in

the transition. America's 1648 LPTV stations have demonstrated

that they have operated in the public interest by making

significant new programming choices available for free, over

the-air, universal broadcast television. America's 1648 LPTV

stations have been pioneers for the FCC, helping it establish a

viable LPTV service for America in the face of seemingly

insurmountable odds. Today's LPTV stations have learned to

survive without "must carry". We've learned to program without

networks and syndicators. We've learned to find out what's

important to our local communities and provide those services.

Now that a new technology is dawning, which should ensure our

survival and viablility, the FCC owes it to the nation to keep
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our pioneering spirit alive and well by taking the necessary

action to preserve America's LPTV industry in the era of digital

ATV. We're America's SMALL broadcasters, but we can make a BIG

difference in the qualtiy of life for millions of Americans.

Respectfully submitted,

Media-Com Television, Inc.
P.O. Box 2170
Akron, OR 44309-2170
(216) 673-2323
October 31, 1995
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